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can assume her full share of work, is taken from her
own parents, who have had all the expense of her
upbringing. The marriage gifts do not belong to
them, but are returned to the daughter in the form of a
dowry with an addition which nominally is at least
equal in amount. Since the bride will live and work
at her husband's house, this means a net loss to her
parents. Furthermore, when the girl is married, her
parents and brothers assume a new series of obligations
towards their relatives, specially to the children of their
girls. In actual life, interest is taken in a child by
relatives both on the father's and mother's side. But
descent is unilateral, and the child has fewer obligations
to its relatives on the mother's side (IV-5 and V-z).
The immediate reaction on the side of the girl's
parents towards their disadvantages in their girl's
marriage is reflected in the whole process of arrange-
ment and wedding ceremony and also in the high rate
of female infanticide and its resulting unbalanced
sexual ratio.
The wedding ceremony takes as a rule the following
forms. The bridegroom goes in person to meet his
bride, travelling by a special " meeting-boat " used
for this purpose. He puts on a humble and self-
deprecatfcg air, and he must face a crowd of the
bride's relatives whose attitude to him is usually by no
means friendly. He must behave strictly according to
custom, and there are experts in this who direct him.
A mistake will lead to the suspension of the proceed-
ings. Sometimes the ceremony lasts for a whole night.
The culminating scene is when the bride makes a final
effort at resistance and buries herself in tears before
leaving her father's house. This is ended by the ritual-
of " throwing the bride " by her father, or, if she has

